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EF'?ET
. I}ITRODUCTION

Thls list of Bro ken Arros eccldenEs r:as conpilad
of thc Directorarc of l . luclear Surery ()!aj John Dean).
Opcracions Office (Hr. Dave. Foscer), and FCDIiA-JNACC

rn thc ploccss of coapiling chis list all inforaaclon avalrablc co rhepart:^ci'pants e'es poored and discrcpancics trere resorvcd as bcsc possibrc. sdiscrcpancics r.nvolvcd darcs/riucs. rnis lr.sr uses locar ciri".

scveral carlicr 1lscs uerc uncovcrcd in thc proccss of gachcring infora.aaccidsncs that appc:ted in rhcsc carl i .er l iscs do noc f ic che dcfinrcioahcrc for : 3ro kcn .lrtou; thcreiore, rhcy uere dor.:rg3aj34 co incldenEs.

::-:n:::_i."]acals 
is inctudcd, along uich ch. ;.":;;;-.r,.y 

"lrl'iHi"
of only chosc incldcncs EheE havc appcared on one or aore ."iif.r ff.rcs

Soac
uscd
l isc
|lor e
l i sc
sefC classi f icd thcre 3rokcn Arross.

i : : : i)J.!:i ! I-' ::c.irs.-::ial) qrffi
F O n i n r

chlough rhc jolnr effo
c ire USDO E /Albuqucrq uc

( .Ya j  Jack  O 'ConncI I ) .
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t{''gEAR I'ETPON ACCIDHrr DFIT:rIO'{

An uncxpccted lvcnt i.nvolvllg auclear u.epons or radioactl.vc huclcarcsEpolrcnls thar rcsults in any of rhe folloufu1g;

(1) Accideutal or unauchorizcd 1auachjlg, firing, or usc by
US Supgorccd Alllcd Forc:s, of a nuclca, ."g"bl. .r."i*, ,r"i_che r i .sk of an outbrcak of nar.

(2, Ngclcer D€8on Gion.

(3) Nouluclc* dcconrElon or buraiag of a nuclear ueapon orseaPon couPoncn !,.

ucapon or radioaccivc ouclcer

US r-orccs o
crhic h could

red lorc t Lvc

Eh:rc lneolvc uj
conraninetlon I

t . .

, (a) iully Asscoblcd tfuclcar tlcapon

(b) Un:sscsblcd lfuclcar Hc^epoo

(c) uclcar lJcapon Coaponcets

(4 ) Radl,oactlve Concaalnac ion
qr

(5) Scizurc, Ehcft or loss of, e nuclcer
coEponcnc. including j ccrisonlng -

(6) Publ.ic Hazard. Actual or lagJ.jcd. (XOTE: -tcidcncsoechanlcal dai'. gG to Ehc rr€.pon crlrhoui burnlng. e-.cplosion. orl isced in chls carcgory).

F'ach accidenc in rhc l isc r.neludcs a ci iEGoRy in ics deserlpcron. Thiscacegory rcfcls Eo Ehc paragraph nr::5crs uscd ln chis defi ; i ; ; ;n.
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13 February

rt 2344
shutdoFn of

5ou!=, a
3 entl;res

13 July 1950 .- Lcbanon, Ohlo

o "..1.1;l 
o"i'fi :f S:hltr:r":Ji5 " i,coEpon€nts ue:-e recove:-ed. CTTEGORy: jb

A ts-29 a i:-craf L -tr-sire-d on
l-o :'u.na:-ra-v o.op= - Er::=
:=:c;a;ion occ,rr.co ffi-r6 t7
o:he:-s. CATEGORI: i !

aircraf t Ercctagc
3!
t l

:.'as j€ttison€d
dclonatlon:ias

l0 Harch l9j6

27 Jtl.l.1 t9i6 -

Ihe pilot lost coni,rol o
;a6az1ne. fac j-opact gush€d
rne alncrafl caugit .firc and
de partaert personne! assjsi,.d :n
i;l cha :{eapo!rs. CATEGORY: 3b

ts-36 rlcvel
G1-2-5).

BROi(i.\ ARRCHllclDEirs

1950 - Pacif ic Ocean (of i  pr ircesr

crcar bailed out aficr
r.as l ocalcd onc lrcs.r

April 1950 - Han-'ao tsasc, tlbuqucrquc, llH

Rcyal Island, Bri i ish Col

e installcd ai lhe trnc
Eielson AiB, Alaska to Cars

thc t{cepon uas jetlisoned. Thc
Iatcr on Uancouvcl Islanct. CATEG

A B-29 ea:':'ytnglJbcob n/o tire capsule instarlcct crashed and burncafre:' takeoff froo r#'ElEiu riB, r{t{. Thb a::-crafi irurned ana a4 crei, acsb'uere kllled. The scapon sas burned bu! tecre rras no delolralion orcont'nJnation- rhe d3''-Onaiors iiere instal.!:d. Tae resicue oi- pit, casc al:'using anct fltng c€poncnls :rer: ieccva.rc. clriioiil--ii 
'.

5 {ugust l95O - Fairf ield Suisin FLC (nos i :avls .di3)

Lakec i f  Cu:  !o  inab i l i i v
'.rj. i:out cepsuie ras on

pe:sc:rnel , :rcluCl;:6 Gen

t.l;?l^::.::::-:t:lt!F-b.:n bcrd,irhour, tn: capsri: j,nsraued

iile ca.osul. g
air:aen oo

erasltcd. tbc Ht
board reerr tcllLcd.

io reLrac! gear and
board and an liE
T:-avls, aad l:rJui:d

cepsules :rerc lase.-lCd
: : :?-.r r-:. . .  . .
;-; . .r.wti. ! ._/

' . - " ' . :  
i ^ ;  . .  . :

. . - . ' 4 . . . - . . '

rcn i F, i

ffii*"t'S#lii.t: fij::lCsT. CATEGORY: 5

duri.eS an ESacy si tuat: on frotr 10,500 i :ei.  Thc HE

- At Sca: ltlanilc

r:s e:ve
cre'J and -€9s

es $era

:: deoa

". a.

" ' i

! ; 4

i!:: fl:.e r t  - r :.  : 6 r .



| " 'p

s€f-'fr€l

c fro8 po"aa, Dcl auare losc goscr

r rcsPecrively oif  Ehe coast of llcu Jsrg1y
There ras no deto[aEion enC

.{ t lanric City. }U nlth

hg

22 lla,y 1957 - Kirrland AiB, lly

29 July 1957 - Ar SGa: Aclaaric

A C-L24
cagincs. Tno

F r

ncver
and ooe capsulc on board.

11 Ocrober 1957 - lloocsc ead -4f8, Florida

A B-4 7 cr:is{*d on rakeoii
killlrrg all crca acabers.
carry case (birdeegc) uslq
the u€apor. burned for 6 hours.
and che capsulc rras rcrovercci.

filiii:ffi;:riil.ilJ::;
The ucapon rras recovered in a aelCcd condLtion
The;a bas no conraainacion. C.ITEGoRy: 3b

3l January .1953

caug  hc
d  ev i c  e

8-t 7 a
f i r e .

erc had
b r.ti

raed f o : 7

che  con s carr
of concaninated utccka3e. C{IEGO Y: 3

5 Febru-ry 1958 :- HudE€r .AFB,.Sevannah Rlvcr, GA

A B-47 carrvinc 
Iai: coll isio" *i i t, i i

In
s e . y deconr.- inacion nis gross

boeb nlchout a capsule sas involved in e aid-j ec  f ighcer .  A fEer  chree  unsuccess t 'u l  ac r
l ra s ieci isoncC inso che Sa h River

.s€,4 Pon
iblc There r:es no

is

a

con!lgured for--iraniporc 
- 
anl eai

conroainacion hnd lhc ueaDon sas neve; recovered.

I,E err
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: 1 .9 C  n  I  c  .  n



.Yarc h 1958 - Fiorarce, South Ca=olisa

A 847 ailcrafr carrying
5c (5 ro 6 ui easc of :to.*i.Fu.E!

boab d;ooged thc u43pss aC :.rtars

rcl.casc. fhcrc qas !o capsgl€ &serrcd .iadctoartcd on iopact deaaging sAx buildiai.3,
Personael . CIEGORy: 3b

cielra:rn accidenially pullcd chc
the r.l€aDon. The hrgh cxgloslvc
I church, and injurln3 icrrcral

4 llovcabct lgjg - Dycss AFB, Tcxas

A B-57 alrcreft ..utbt flrc
bottlc rod cr.shcd. Tbc elrcraft' 
dctgarclon occurrcd at
di:setcr.and 6 ft a..p.I
qcab:rs aJcctcd --,t 663 gl

afcar telccoff- (l5OO f:) du to e fru&y JAIOues ctrryJa o,tab :nd rn EE
cF.:.t!! crs 35 f

. Tbrce crcg
l,n

25 llovcqber 1958 - Chcaaulc A!? , louis l-,,3

A 3-4 7 ai:cteft crrr,wjrt bo'ab caughc f irc on EhG

rE: E, ion rras oulld:Ilrf'lf€TTe
oi'rmdcrccnlncd

-cn F-100D aircrafr
saaEEcr buttoa rras

on preccicc alert uas carryin

v !

ainor cxplrision

l8 Jaauery 1959

a

rhe loub .
c caak szs

a uas tt(' eEoaaE

Jul,;- 1959 - 3arksdal.c li!, Losisiana (Shrcvcporc)

J. C-124 eircraJt c.rryiag
v .a  L . r r  Gnq  o r  ana  , | . ro . -

bsobs crasheC and ilsrocd oa

rio! co E.hG ciash. Thcrc :ras no dcroa:cion aut
ach ieved  ' n  a l c i r r : de  o f  ! 0

:5=.p" u:as descroycd bv firc. Thcrc uas I  r ' q i r

r:cu:(: : --e
ver a 2 ft sq erca beloqr thq sreaporr. l llcle no Ercs

25 Scpcabca 1959 - rlbldby Isfrnd, U:siingron

,i 95t{ aircraf c cafr-viaB r-ithosc capsulc dtcched off

t:
J t

shidb:. rsland. The gceoin ffi:!: C{TECORY: 5

apgro:<i .a:ssly 32 ,000 f  c.
brokcn lpose aod t hlor*n ZO
concerqlnatton. Onc rrcegsn
sete lacovclcd. iol,f crerr

t f f i ' , ' *Tiiis n:aia=l ;--:
as dz:::-t,
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7 Jr:ne 1950 - flcGuire lFE, l{er Jbrsey

A.tsOl{AEC nrissil
on tbe ground due to
of tbe reservotr lgnlted tbc fuel

Tnene
a 100 ft

ftre flghtlag cffort. CATEfl]Ry:

Ztf Ja:ruary 2961 - Goldsboro, l{etb CaroLine

13 Noveaber 1963 - (AEC) tteaina Eas.,

rres no E detonaiion but, contasina
loog area etused by runoff fro

IEE)rlrr. <s., ..re ! r€cov€reo. rnerc .,a:r ''o detonatlon or contrni natlon and fivc ofthe +ght cres o-'bcrs survl.vld thc erash. CATEGORy: E

:l4 Harc.r l95i fTuba Clty, Caltforaia

:i :i"::i{ Hil:f#:r:*:{#sTJr:Hf; .; IiH:to 10'000 fi altitude. The addltimai. fue! consrned aE ttris artilrde causcthe aircraft to run'out of fue.L prior to a tanker a*ivar. Th€ 
".."* 

bafledout' at l0' 000 ft an<t the eoooander inilcd out at tt,ooo ii. rhe neapons ngreiorn roose fro the aircraft ac i'pact but there .,as no detonatl'n orcont'ai nation. CATEtrORI: 6

expiosion lavolvir5
in iur

l3 Ja:ruary 1954 - Cuaberland, t{aryland

A B:52D alr
Cuoberland, lid
Y . y ^ E v . . r . . . r . f f i l E
ha6p€!"ed by sub-zaro seather and snor.

Texas

l?3 ,000 tbs  o f  HE

boobs crashed 19 oilcs St{ of
ue go stnuctural falLr.rc ( tatl

the ere'.r s U-vi ved and ihree ncrC

feet an<l recelvad
CATEGORY: 6

contriJ nation but rrcapon' recoteiy nes
aoth sca pans Here recovcrea end had:'eceived trajor a--ggs - Tno ocabe!-s of

ki[ed.. CtTEGOfly: 5

j Dcccaber l95rt - Ellsnorth_AFg. Souib Dakota

fhc retrorocke! of an L6l 308 llinutcoae f olssile cn_-launch facillty L-02
voI dur

The aisslle had a
f o l  I

no detonall,on o. eontrEi nation.

r l ls i i l ; i : : : r . l

'J-



8 Decenber 1964 - Bunker Httl AlB, iadiana

auclear weapors on board
takeoff

CATEE0RIT 3a

I I Octobcr 1955

and acEllglbl. coataninaE,on on the runsay.

- tlrtght Pattcrloo tF8, Ohlo

vclopcd a
trall cr due to an dis eonncct

rcfueling apgaratus. thc c@pon€nis nerc dlstroyeC end 'licrc sas
of tbc
oinor

661!rninstiel. CATE@RI: 3c

5 Dcccabcr lg65 - lt Sca, pacifi
'  ' - - r

l7 January 1956 - paloarcs, Sgain

fel] int.o tire Hedltcrrancan sca ar
thr€e seapon: fell on land, t*o dt'.res en,ensi ve aont.'!i nation . Seve
survived. CAIEGORI: 3a

2l Jenlrary l-068 - Thuler Grecnl.and

A B-52 ai:-c: attsbur$-l AFB, .Yctr York caught fire and crashcd onihr Lce. Four oEbs {c:.r on . board . iou:. I o'.rorder dctona.Ll.ons
destroyed t,ire r:Effi produc€d cxtcnslve cont.hi naLion. onc crcr ncoberras kil.lcd. CATEGORI: 3a

Late Spring tg68 - At Sca, Ail.antl.c

19 Scptcabcr t98O - Dausc-ns, Arkuuas

,o" J r riiil "li#"H;,1:'lk;r.1,:"ff ;: T;:i "=ii"ltlo'o n "*n
suoscquentry :4rodcd &stroyhg thc sr.lo. rhe ar.ssir: e:plosron thrco, thc'.rarlrcad approri-aatcty 5OO fE fro lhr sllo. Thc srarhcad su:rtrincd ertGnrlvc
acehanieal daaage. There :ras no t'rlpad dctonation or conlrai aaticn. onecr€Hoan sas kllled and sevcral r,rcrc hospital,lzed. 9ATE0ORI: 6

i:-. i .::t-: i;i

orrotf 5:#:'f: run"fu 
off cicsator 12' th.
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8 Vay 1952 - Elclsoo AFB, .{tes&r

A B-50 aLrcreft coarabr.nt r !{K 8 operarional rulcebtrlty tcst (osr) 1rulthouc auclcer ortcr!.e.ls, lnrdvcrrcngly J cccisoncd chc rcsc iteo. rt rrrs nlrill 
-tcrcnr. rtclpoa rnd therc r,|ts tro dcgooagion. The drop lfas slchin chc llal

=d T Eobing aad GrmnctT r:nge, approxrnatery 5-Ll2 iilcs souctrrcst of ElAF8.' llhc tcst.itaa ,.s ncvcr rccovc.rcd. slncc no aucrcat rrcrpon nes rnvolrhould aor bc clessltlcd es a aucf.cer ucapons iacldene.

l{erch 1956 - lorla3 AFB, Hetnc

o f

A B-35 elrcrrfr,.eeo"*strboab droppcd rhc reapon on thc run,ryrun-up proccdures. Thcrc rres uo dccoqatlotr or burninr of itra

I
Dcccabcr 1957 - Crrtl. lIB, C:llfornlr

trcagon signiflcanc incidcac.

6 Jiovcober 1961 - (AEC) t{inslosr -.l,ri2ona

13 l{arch 1952 - Forbcr lFB, Krncas

r, sr'nr.'E surnls 
_.o: .:r-p:.o-. aT: .a..at.cf,arhced

deeonatr or burn buc rrag 4--'gcd during ihc oissfle farl- ThTs shosld bcas a nuclcer ircepon slgol,flcenc lncldcnt. (gE$T S?SA-R) .

3 Deccobcr l9E2 --(nEC) t{rrictrl;-GGor3b

A rr.in rtlrh rgo AT!O( cars containiag I
.. The ci5go urth:.n' iha cars rrs. incd undisrurl

Thc ucepons rrcrc uadargcd. This thouLd bc
flcant lacLdcnc. (BEIIT S"E|R)

19 Octobar l95l

dld ao
clrrs lcd

, th19

concalrj.nicLon. 51ncc rcplaccEcnt
should bc classiflcd as a auclctr

and rcnork o r.:!head r.ra s
no dcronrt toiE

rcqu!,rcd. This
(8E$T S?EAR}

ees dcre ll

Iirir

D r

ili

-1 f Jr



,,. #tk::fi:. "'fr:::'ilj'* :n*r::'"t
dcntcd. Thc tnrhced lrrs tcturncd to th:.AEC for rcp.ir.es e nuclcr! n rpon slgalf{canr Incldcnt. frnrr sririj

20 Jen*lary 1955 - ltr:rporr

" + f

I nlt

ftarircrd
rhould bc
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